
CURRENT EVENT GRADING RUBRIC

	Criteria
	Weight
	Points
	Commendable 
(+3)
	Acceptable
(+2)
	Needs Improvement (+1)
	Unacceptable (0)

	Article information


	1
	
	All article information is present:

· Source and date included in summary

· Article contains at least eight paragraphs

· Article relates to assigned topic.
	One item listed is missing:

· Source and date included in summary

· Article contains at least eight paragraphs

· Article relates to assigned topic.
	Two items listed are missing:

· Source and date included in summary

· Article contains at least eight paragraphs

· Article relates to assigned topic.
	Article information missing

	Essay Format
	2
	
	· Document is word processed

· MLA format is followed
	· Document is word processed

· One error in the MLA format
	· Document is word processed

· Two + errors in the MLA format
	· Document is handwritten

	Introduction Paragraph
	3
	
	All required parts present:

· Introduces essay and focus of essay is clear

· Topic sentence is clearly evident

· Supporting information in paragraph body supports topic sentence
	One element is missing:

· Introduces essay and focus of essay is clear

· Topic sentence is clearly evident

· Supporting information in paragraph body supports topic sentence
	Two elements are missing:

· Introduces essay and focus of essay is clear

· Topic sentence is clearly evident

· Supporting information in paragraph body supports topic sentence
	Introduction paragraph weak or nonexistent

	Body Paragraph


	4
	
	All required elements present:

· More than one paragraph used to introduce new idea

· The main points in article have been included

· Each paragraph has a topic sentence with specific details given.

· Cited at least two items from the article.
	One element is missing:

· More than one paragraph used to introduce new idea

· The main points in article have been included

· Each paragraph has a topic sentence with specific details given

· Cited at least two items from the article.
	Two elements are missing:

· More than one paragraph used to introduce new idea

· The main points in article have been included

· Each paragraph has a topic sentence with specific details given

· Cited at least two items from the article.
	· Summary paragraphs are weak, many points have been left out

	Conclusion Paragraph
	3
	
	· Briefly summarizes previous paragraphs

· Writer’s opinion is stated and explained in at least three sentences 
	· Briefly summarizes previous paragraphs

· Writer’s opinion is stated but not explained in at least three sentences 
	· Summarized some main points

· Writer’s opinion is stated
	· Does not summarize the previous paragraphs

· Writer’s opinion is omitted

	Vocabulary Connection
	4
	
	· Incorporated 4 terms/concepts from text into summary.  
	· Incorporated 3 terms/concepts from text into summary.
	· Incorporated 1-2 terms/concepts from text into summary.
	· Did not Incorporated terms/concepts from text into summary

	Proofreading 
	2
	
	· One or less spelling, grammar or punctuation errors
	· Two spelling, grammar or punctuation errors
	· Three spelling, grammar or punctuation errors
	· Four + spelling grammar or punctuation errors

	Presentation
	1
	
	· Assignment is stapled as follows:  instruction sheet, article and MLA summary
	· Assignment is stapled in the wrong order
	· Assignment is handed in without instruction sheet or copy of article
	· Assignment is handed in without article and instruction sheet

	Rubric Points Max= 60 
	
	
	
	
	


Name:






Per:
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Current Event Instruction Sheet

Objective:  To become more aware of current events and relate current events to class material. 

1. Select a current event article that relates to the topic listed below.

· The article must be eight paragraphs in length and no more than 6 months old unless the instructor approves exception.

· The instructor must approve the article.  

· The source and date must be written on the copy of the article.

· The summary should be 4-5 paragraphs in length


TOPIC
DUE DATE

__________________
______________
2. Summarize the article using the questions below as a guide to help you organize your thoughts.

· What was the article about?

· What did the writer (author) want the reader to learn from this article?

· Were there any positive or negative effects surrounding the topic?

· What surprised you as you read this article?

· What did you learn that you did not know before?

· Do you agree or disagree with the writer (author)?

· What class material does this article relate to?  

· What vocabulary terms are used in this article?

Your summary must include an introduction paragraph, body paragraphs and a conclusion paragraph.  You must also cite at least 2 quotes from the article that tie into your paragraph.  

3. Proofread your summary.

4. Review the rubric to ensure you have a complete assignment.

5. Staple your assignment as follows:

· Current Event Instruction Sheet

· Article

· MLA Summary

6. Your written grade will be determined by the rubric on the other side of this page.  It will be worth 60 points. 

	ESSAY GRADE
	

	DEDUCTIONS * 
	

	FINAL GRADE
	








* - A five-point per day deduction will be given for late papers.
Rev. 04/08/10 LT.
* - A ten-point per day deduction for late papers.


